A WORLD SURVEY, MAY 24, 1944

expected to be ruined and subjugated in a few months was seen that
very winter not only intact and far stronger in the homeland, but also
advancing by giant strides, under WavelPs guidance, along the African
shore, taking perhaps a quarter of a million Italian prisoners on the
way.

But another very serious crisis occurred in our relations with Spain
before the operation designated " Torch," that is to say the descent
of the United States and British forces upon North-West Africa,
was begun. At that moment Spain's power to injure us was at its
very highest. For a long time we had been steadily extending our
airfield at Gibraltar and building it out into the sea, and for a month
before zero hour, November 7th, 1942, we had sometimes 600 airplanes
crowded on this airfield in full range and in full view of the Spanish
batteries. It was very difficult for the Spaniards to believe that these
airplanes were intended to reinforce Malta, and I can assure the House
that the passage of those critical days was very anxious indeed.
However, the Spaniards continued absolutely friendly and tranquil.
They asked no questions, they caused no inconveniences.

If, in some directions, they have taken an indulgent view of German
U-boats in distress, or continued active exportations to Germany, they
made amends on this occasion, in my view, so far as our advantage
was concerned, for these irregularities, by completely ignoring the
situation at Gibraltar, where, apart from aircraft, enormous numbers
of ships were anchored far outside the neutral waters, inside the Bay
of Algeciras, always under the command of Spanish shore guns. We
should have suffered the greatest inconvenience if we had been ordered
to move those ships. Indeed, I do not know how the vast convoys
could have been marshalled and assembled. I must say that I shall
always consider a service was rendered at this time by Spain, not only
to the United Kingdom and to the British Empire and Commonwealth,
but to the cause of the United Nations. I have, therefore, no sympathy
with those who think it clever, and even funny, to insult and abuse
the Government of Spain whenever occasion serves.

I have had the responsibility of guiding the Government while we
have passed through mortal perils, and I therefore think I have
some means of forming a correct judgment about the values of events
at critical moments as they occur. I am very glad now that, after
prolonged negotiations, a still better arrangement has been made with
Spain, which deals in- a satisfactory manner with the Italian ships
that have taken refuge in Spanish harbours, and has led to the
hauling-down of the German flag in Tangier and the breaking of the
shield over the Consulate, and which will, in a few days, be followed
by the complete departure of the German representatives from Tangier,
although they apparently still remain in Dublin. Finally, it has led
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